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 Welcome

To Mrs. Muzek’s 1st Grade Class!

General Information

Absences


If your child is absent from school, please call the school on the day of the absence.  Also please send a note on the day your child returns to school.  If you are planning a vacation, any missed days need to be approved by Mrs. Norris in advance.

Transportations Changes


If your child will be going home a different way, please send a note to school.  If plans change during the day, please call the school office at 866-5441.

Lunch money


Rensselaer Central Primary School has a lunch program called “Bank a Meal”.  Please send lunch money in the envelopes provided by the school.  Include child’s name, teacher’s name, and amount enclosed.  You can pay lunch weekly, monthly, or yearly.

Birthdays


I would be happy to help celebrate your child’s birthday.  They may bring treats into school for their birthday if they wish to do so.  We currently have 24 students in class.  I will honor summer birthdays the last few weeks of school.  
Book orders

I will try to send home a book order every month or so.  Please do not feel pressured to purchase these books.  If you do choose to place an order, please order on line or send cash only if you would like me to place your order. 

Not a Peanut Free School


Rensselaer Central Primary School is not a Peanut Free School.  Rensselaer Central Primary School has peanut free zones.  Students will be allowed to bring any food items to school that contains peanuts, peanut butter, or peanut oil to eat during lunch time.  Please be aware that the classrooms are still peanut free and so are field trips.  I hope this helps when preparing your child’s lunches.  Thanks for your help.

Homework folders and policy

Every evening your child will bring home their homework folder and “stoplight”. All homework should be found inside the pocket marked “return”.  I would encourage you to discuss and check over your child’s homework.  It is alright to point out mistakes and help them achieve the correct answer.  The purpose of homework is to gain further understanding and to work on the skills in that subject.  It is also to make the student responsible for something starting at a young age.

Your child will also bring home their “stoplight” sheet every evening.  Homework assignments will be written on your child’s “stoplight” sheet daily.  Please sign your child’s “stoplight” sheet every night.  I like to use the “stoplight” sheets as a way to communicate with you.  If you need to let me know about a problem with homework or anything else, the “stoplight” sheet is a great place to leave me a note.  I will ask the children to check their “stoplight” sheets every morning as school starts for any correspondence.  “Stoplight” sheets will not be sent home on Fridays so they do not get misplaced over the weekend.




Reading logs


Each evening your child will need to read, aloud or silently (depending on your child’s reading ability) for 10-15 minutes nightly.  Your child may choose a library book, magazine, or other reading material you have available in your home.  After your child finishes reading, please ask him/her to retell what they have read.  You could ask them about the characters, setting, plot, or predictions.  Please record on the reading log form the title of the book, author, minutes read, and your initials.  On Thursday evening, an adult should sign the bottom of the form so the child can return the completed form on Friday morning.  Reading logs are due every Friday. New reading logs will be sent home each Monday.  
Progress Reports and Report Cards


Mid-way through the grading period, you will receive a progress report.  This report will explain how your child is progressing in each academic area as well as their classroom and work habits.  It will need to be signed and returned the following school day.

Specials

Music on Mondays at 10:50
Art on Tuesdays at 10:50
Computer on Wednesdays at 10:50
Library on Thursdays at 10:50
Gym on Friday at 10:50
Bomber Student Pledge

Today, I will do my best to BE my best!  
I will BE KIND

I will BE SAFE

I will BE A LEARNER

I will LET MY BOMBER PRIDE BY MY GUIDE!

School-wide Behavior Management System

Purple – Royalty Status

Green – (starting place for each day)

Yellow – warning

Orange – Think Sheet

Red – Loss of Recess and Phone Call

Blue – Office Referral and Phone Call

Your child can earn things from the treasure box by having exemplary behavior!  This is behavior that is above their normal school day conduct.  

For the colors below green…your child will be given 1 warning before having to be moved down the color chart.  If the child does the behavior again they will be asked to move their clip to a lower color.  *****PLEASE NOTE THAT YELLOW IS NOT A HORRIBLE THING!!!  Every year I have parents scold and punish children for being on yellow.  My personal belief is the yellow is like a caution on a stoplight.  Your child will need to proceed with caution or they will have a consequence next. Feel free to explain to them you would rather see green or purple but they are going to get yellows throughout the school year…this is how they learn.  (
***A POSITIVE individual behavior plan is used as well for those children who are on green at the end of the day.*** ( ( ( 
Classroom Rules

The children and I worked together the first day of school on a list of our classroom rules.    A general rule we use in the classroom daily will be:  We can do anything at school as long as we will BE SAFE, BE KIND, and BE A LEARNER!!! A copy will come home for review and a signature.
Behavior Incentive

As a whole class, we will have a coin system.  The class will start out the day with 10 gold coins.  If the students as a whole are having problems meeting the classroom expectations, they will start losing coins.  At the end of the day the coins are “banked” for future rewards like bubble gum parties, extra recess, pajama parties, homemade snacks, etc.…

             Mystery Reader

I will be giving family members the chance to sign up to be a mystery reader for our read aloud time.  As a volunteer you would secretly sign up and give me 5 clues that I will give to the kids to see if they can guess who the mystery reader is for the week.  You would read for about 10 minutes from either a favorite children’s book of your own or one that I would be more than willing to provide.  My plan is to do this activity on Fridays, however if a different day works better I will be more than willing to change to fit your schedule needs!  Please send me a note with a date you might be interested in and I will get in touch with you.  Remember SHHH!!!  This is a secret for the kids!!!
Spelling

Your child will be given spelling words according to their specific needs.  There will be a pretest on Monday that will help me determine the needs of your child.  I will highlight your child’s specific spelling words.  The final test will be Fridays or the last day of the week.  
Balanced Literacy Program

Teacher Read-Aloud


The teacher will read aloud to the children ten to fifteen minutes daily.  The teacher will model strategies good readers utilize to make meaning of the text and expressive reading.

Accelerated Reader

During this block students have the opportunity to see themselves as readers and will build fluency and comprehension strategies.  Students select books from their level book basket to read independently.  The teacher holds reading conferences at this time.  The students and teacher discuss the book the student is reading (or has read).  The teacher can assess the student’s growth in reading with decoding and comprehension strategies.  When ready they will take a short Accelerated Reader Test and get a score.
Teacher Directed Reading Block


During this block of time, the focus is on reading comprehension skills using grade-level text.  Strategies are taught that help readers make sense out of the print on the page.  Students also work on reading fluency-the smoothness with which they read.  Students may practice their reading with an adult, work with a partner, work in a small group, or read by themselves.  Students work toward becoming independent, strategic readers.

Small Group Instruction


The students will meet in small groups to read text that is at their instructional reading level.  The teacher will assess and help the child build upon his/her decoding skills and reading fluency.  The other children will be completing various learning workstations when they are not meeting with the teacher or instructional assistants.  Each small group will be meeting a minimum of two times weekly.  Leveled books will be used in this block.  

Working with Words Block


This block allows students to explore words, word families (spelling patterns), spelling, handwriting, and phonics.  Students can use what they learn about words in their reading and writing.  Students study daily word wall words that are often harder to spell and remember.  These words are on display for the rest of the year on the word wall to be used when students write in the writing block.  After they are put on the word wall students are expected to spell them right at all times.  There are also a number of other activities that are done throughout the week to reinforce the learning of these words and to develop phonics skills on words that can be spelled by using a common spelling pattern.

Writing Block


During this block students will learn to think and use their knowledge of phonics in writing their own stories.  They can also practice neat handwriting, learn about the writing process, learn how to use proper grammar, learn how to use proper punctuation and capitalization, and learn to use an editor’s checklist.  Each day the teacher and students work together to edit two sentences for grammatical errors.  Then, the teacher presents a mini-lesson to teach a new skill or practice an old one.  The students are encouraged to use this skill in their own writing.  When the students are writing on their own, the teacher moves around the room and helps various students with their pieces to improve their writing.  At the end of this block one or two students share what they have been working on with the class.

If you have any questions throughout the school year please feel free to contact me.

Thank you for your time and we are going to learn a lot, grow by leaps and bounds, and have FUN doing it!  We are going to have a stupendous school year!








Mrs. Muzek (  
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